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projects + gallery Opens Tonight With "On
My Way - Hideki Seo" Show
By Helene Sayad
April 10, 2015  2:48 PM

Tonight marks the opening of projects + gallery (4733 McPherson, 314-696-8678) in the Central West End.
The opening show, "On my Way - Hideki Seo", on view through June 20, is an exuberantly magical and
fantastical journey into the mind and dreams of Paris-based artist, Hideki Seo. It is a delightful and
breathtaking exhibit in which the artist is constantly exploring and pushing the limits of how fashion design
intersects with cultural and artistic experiences.

Seo, a native of Japan who was educated at Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Antwerp, returns to St. Louis after
participating in the 2013 exhibition "A Queen Within" at the World Chess Hall of Fame. This conceptual
installation will include new, large sculptural works; wall pieces; and key pieces from his career. With this,
his first solo show in the United states, Seo explains, "Through these works, I am considering the
boundaries of art. My concept is focused on life and death and how differences in language and culture
inform art."  

The artist, who has for the last nine years worked for French couturier Azzedine Alaia and is currently his
first design assistant, credits Alaia as an inspiration for both his work and how to live his life. "In the
daytime, I work for Alaia and am focused 100 percent on designing for him and working for fashion. In the
night, I become the artist and and live in my dreams. My work for him influences my art and the opposite is

true as well. I learn many things from him, not just because he actually teaches me, but just by observing

http://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/39672/c33887/z34463
http://www.stlmag.com/march-2016
http://www.stlmag.com/march-2016
http://www.stlmag.com/store
http://www.stlmag.com/store?action=Store-Start-Gift
http://www.stlmag.com/store?action=Store-Digital-Subscription-Landing
http://www.stlmag.com/st-louis-magazine-issue-archive
http://www.stlmag.com/subscription-center
http://stlmag.com/e-newsletter-signup
https://www.facebook.com/stlmag
http://www.pinterest.com/stlmag/
http://www.stlmag.com/api/rss/all.rss
https://twitter.com/stlmag
http://vimeo.com/stlmag
https://www.youtube.com/user/StLouisMagTV
http://www.stlmag.com/search/event/featured-events/
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
http://www.stlmag.com/search/event/featured-events/
http://www.stlmag.com/events/picturing-women/
http://www.stlmag.com/locations/contemporary-art-museum-st.-louis/
http://www.stlmag.com/events/gerry-kleba-signs-and-discusses-are-you-still-a-priest/
http://www.stlmag.com/locations/left-bank-books/
http://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/61753/c52396/z34458
http://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/59170/c50169/z34460
http://www.stlmag.com/st-louis-magazine-issue-archive
http://www.stlmag.com/SLM-events
http://www.stlmag.com/contests-and-promotions
http://www.stlmag.com/search/event/upcoming/
http://www.stlmag.com/topics/party-pics/
http://www.stlmag.com/faces-of-st.-louis/faces-of-st.-louis-2015
http://www.stlmag.com/store
http://www.stlmag.com/profiles
http://www.stlmag.com/store
http://www.stlmag.com/
http://www.stlmag.com/dining
http://www.stlmag.com/arts
http://www.stlmag.com/news
http://www.stlmag.com/style
http://www.stlmag.com/home
http://www.stlmag.com/family
http://www.stlmag.com/health
http://www.stlmag.com/best-of-SLM
http://www.stlmag.com/topics/helene-sayad/
http://www.projects-gallery.com/


3/8/2016 projects + gallery Opens Tonight With "On My Way - Hideki Seo" Show - St. Louis Magazine

http://www.stlmag.com/style/projects-plus-gallery-opens-tonight-with-on-my-way-hideki-seo-show/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=gplus 2/3

Sign up for our free e-newsletters, and get
our top content delivered to your inbox.

SEARCH EVENTS  SUBMIT YOURS

E - N E W S L E T T E R S

 

EMAIL: *

 THE SCOOP
 ON THE BURNER
 HOUSE CALL
 INSIDE LOOK
 WEEKENDER
 WEEKENDER: FAMILY EDITION

SUBMIT

PARTY PICS

BUZZWORTHY
ADVERTISING | PROMOTIONS | OPPORTUNITIES

MOST POPULAR

RSS Print

true as well. I learn many things from him, not just because he actually teaches me, but just by observing
how he lives his life as a great fashion designer. He has been so supportive of my art." In many pieces, you
will see "Merci a M. Alaia" inscribed as a tribute.

Other cultural references and inspiration abound in Seo's collection. At age 20, he had the opportunity to
travel to Tibet. He observed that the Tibetan culture was emotionally and spiritually connected, as opposed
to the more rigid and formal Japanese culture of his upbringing. He says that he longed for this type of
connection, which became the new direction in his life. That was when art became a possibility and he
began studying graphic design. The pieces inspired by Tibet, which not only echo Tibetan art, are also full of
rich text and iconography, words jump out at the viewer, such as "Be Happy, ""Dream," "Fly," "Ne Quiette
pas," and "Couture Power".  

Another trip, this time to Africa, was the awakening of an interest in fashion. He observed that, while
impoverished, "These people are enjoying fashion. Even though they don't have a water system, electricity
or adequate food, they are smiling. They enjoy fashion and color and express themselves through that."

A trip to the Arctic to visit the Eskimo people had another profound influence on both his fashion and art.
Observing the need for warmth, the Eskimo people clothed themselves in garments that were voluminous
and padded. These exaggerated and padded shapes have now become iconic to Seo's sculptural work, and
the sculptures play in a very provocative way with how the body can literally become a work of art itself.
These pieces from the Arctic period  in primary colors, covered in scalloping and with tiny smiling faces
painted on them, (inspired from Eskimo Art) bring a smile to the viewer.

One last impactful experience was his trip to St. Louis two years ago. The petite and exuberant Seo lights up
when discussing his experience here and being part of "A Queen Within." It was his meeting with Susan
Barrett, the firebrand behind the exhibit, which he credits as yet another life-changing experience. "When I
met Susan, we immediately realized we had the same direction and viewpoint. She too believes in mixing
art and fashion and there was an immediate connection. I like to incorporate all of these experiences in my
life into my work and she in turn adds a level of inspiration to it."

Seo, who refers to his works as "his daughters," says he is thrilled that, for now, they are able to call St.
Louis their home.
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